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OFFICIALS. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Medical 
Sup e r intend ent  Child  We 1 far e 

Clinic  ...............  JOSEPH  V/.  ROBERTS,  L.S.A. , Lend . 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Cleansing 

Superintendent  .......  L.  F.  ATHERTON,  M.S. I .a. ,C»S.I.B 

VITaL  Sir'll  SI iCS  . 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  mid-year  estimate)  .....  15,820 

Males  Female: s Total 


Live  Births  - Legitimate  ...............  IS4  157  2$‘l 

Illegitimate  .............  5 4 9 

Stillbirths  ............................  2 2 4 

Birthrate  ..............................  21*7 

Deaths  .................................  70  55  125 

Death  rate  .............................  9*0 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  ...........  1 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of 

age  per  1,000  live  births  ........  25 

Deaths  from  measles  ....................  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diphtheria  ................  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrohea  (under  two  years 

of  age)  .........................  2 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  .............  Nil 

• -a  ; Gs  fi'um  Cl.  ncer  . G _l  _y . 20 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


Ql_tRe 

ivxEDlCuL  OFFICER  OF  HEaLTH 

for the.jrear  1944. 

To  the  Chairinan  and  Members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee. 


Gentlemen, 

I desire  to  present  my  report  on  the  health  of  the 
district  for  the  year  1944. 

There  has  been  a further  increase  in  the  birthrate  and;, 
with  the  exception  of  1941,  the  registered  number  of  deaths 
was  the  lowest  recorded  since  1931* 

The  Council’s  scheme  for  diphtheria  immunisation  has 
progressed  satisfactorily;  a good  proportion  of  children 
receiving  complete  treatment  being  of  pre-school  age. 

The  general  health  of  the  district  continued  to  be  good. 

Yours  obediently, 

JOSEPH  W.  ROBERTS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


PHYSICAL  ,1?D  SOCIAL . 

The  county  district  of  Irlam  is  roughly  square  in  shape, 
with  sides  over  three  and  a half  miles  long. 

A considerable  area  cf  the  great  Chat  Moss  comes  within  the 
dj  triet  boundaries  and,  being  ur  til  for  building  purposes,  is 
n all  under  cultivation.  This  provides  a relieving  contras 
to  the  remainder  of  the  area  which  is  intensely  industrial  in 
character . 

r.'  ) nient  in  the  district  is  good,  and  no  conditions  have 
hear:,  noted  of  occupation  or  environment  which  appear  to  have 
hud  a prejudicial  effect  on  health. 


E liixhS  . 

The  total  number  of  births  belonging  to  tb 
the  necessary  acjustments  for  inward  and  out  war 
was  500,  giving  a birthrate  of  21-7  against  19. 


DEnTHS . 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  m the  dis 
deducting  2 deaths  of  persons  not  usually  resid 
district  and  adding  52  deaths  of  residents  wh.ic 
other  districts,  the  corrected  number  was  125 . 

This  gave  a denthrate  of  9*0  per  1,000  of 
wi  th  9 0 5 in  19-3  - 

IIFa-NT  mortality.  . 

There  were  7 deaths  of  children  under  one 
a deathrate  of  2 5 per  1,000  live  births,  compar 
the  previous  year. 


CAi'ICEK. 

There  were  20  deaths  from  cancer,  an  mere 
with  the  previous  yuan 


0 K G Ah  1 C HE^R  T:  D i S n . c E . 

24.  deaths,  giving  a deathrate  of  1*75  par 
lation,  compared  with  1*90  in  1945 . 

PESPIKhi-'G:  IT  On  Gib  0 . 

52  deaths  (bronchitis,  pneumonia  and  other 
diseases),  giving  a deathrate  of  2*51  per  1,000 
2b  deaths  giving  a deathrate  of  i * o0  for  1945* 


PCI 


-?.i  1 D Goa  i uQ-Lj  u\f,,n  ijibi-.a.'!.. . 


The  folio wing  tables  give  the  incidence  of 
tious  diseases.  Compared  with  the  previous  yea 
reductions  in  the  number  of  cases  of  scarlet  fe 
whooping  cough.  The  scarlet  fever  was  general! 

Diphtheria  antitoxin  is  made  available  to 
practitioners . 
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LaDLE  OF  NOTIPiaBlij  j j±  SEaSLS 


(other  than 

tubercuios 

is)  . 

Removed  i 

i 

! 

Number 

to 

Total 

Disease 

notified 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  fever 

73 

14 

Diphtheria 

6 

3 

- 

Dysentery 

13 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

9 

1 

- 

Acute  Pneumonia 

37 

1 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

3 

5 

Erysipelas 

10 

- 

~ 

Measles 

244 

3 

_ 

l_ 

TOTaLS 

395 

26 

8 

PlPitTh-i-hlK  liiiiU a ± SF.L  -L 01m  „ 

Number  of  children  immunised  during  the  years 
Pre-school  age  ..............  150 

School  age  ..................  17 


Total  number  of  children  immunised 

since  inception  of  scheme  ....2551- 

DIP  INFECTION  was  carried  out  by  spraying  infected  rooms  with 
formalin  solution  and  fumigating  with  vapour.  Disinfectants 

are  supplied  free. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  IN  DIAGNOSIS  Oi  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES . 

The  following  is  a statement  of  the  bacteriological  exami- 
nations of  specimens  sent  from  this  district  during  the  years 

Total  Positive 


Diphtheria  .............. 

19 

Tuberculosis  ............ 

1 

- 

Enteric  fever  ........... 

4 

- 

Dysentery  ............... 

jy 

8 

Miscellaneous  ........... 

3 

-L  1 -U  I'llU  ...  ij  L.  O .1  S . 

Particulars  of  now 
disf-se  are  given  in  tin  a 


cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  of  deaths  from  the 
following  table. 
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1 
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1 

1 

— 
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1 

— 

1 

j 35-  . . . . . 

1 

1 - 

- 

2 

1 

j 

45-  ..... 

O 

1 

- 

" 

- 

! 55-  . . . . . 

- 

1 ” 

- 

- 

~ 

[ 65  & upwards 

A 

1 

- 

i _ 

TOTALS 

J 

: 4 

6 

- 

A 

hi- 

5 

1 

1 

The  notification  of  tuberculosis  was  satisfactory, 
not  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  regarding  cases 
refusal  to  notify.  Ail  deaths  from  tuberculosis  were  p 

notified . 
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9. 

AiTOrxL  REPORT 


of  the 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


for  the  year  1944. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee. 

I beg  to  submit  my  report  on  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the 
district  for  the  year  1944. 

Considerable  time  has  been  given  to  the  rodent  disinfestation 
service  and  good  results  have  been  achieved  throughout  the  district. 
This  service,,  operated  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Food;,  should  be 
permanently  continued  when  the  time  comes  for  the  abolition  of 
food  control. 

Much  attention  has  been  given  during  the  year  to  the  renewal  of 
smoke  abatement  activities  and  the  reduction  of  industrial  nuisances 
generally.  Unfortunately,  labour  difficulties  and  inferior  fuels 
have  told  against  works’  managements  in  their  endeavours  to  reach 
r easonabl e s tandards . 

Repairs  to  house  property  were  confined  only  to  urgent 
essential  work.  A thorough  survey  of  dwelling-houses  is  planned 
for  the  time  when  controls  and  restrictions  permit. 

The  report  has  again  been  confined  to  the  minimum  detail 
required  to  record  the  year’s  work. 


L.  F.  ATHERTON , 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

Water  Supply.  Nine  properties  in  the  outlying  parts  of 
the  district  receive  water  supplies  from  the  county  borough 
of  Warrington.  The  remainder  of  the  district  is  served  by 
the  mains  of  the  Manchester  Corporation.  • Supplies  were 
constant  and  of  good  quality.  No  samples  were  submitted  for 
analysis. 

Rivers  and  Streams.  As  in  previous  years,  close 
Co-operation  has  been  maintained  with  the  County  land  drainage 
officers,  and  at  this  department’s  request  two  overgrown 
watercourses  were  dealt  with  by  the  land  drainage  engineer. 


DRAIknCE  iiiMp  SHhEfiaGF. 

With  the  exception  of  a small  number  of  isolated  houses 
chiefly  on  the  Moss  area,  all  properties  are  connected  to  the 
s ewer s . 

Powers  and  drains  are  regularly  flushed. 

The  activated  sludge  system  is  the  method  employed  at  th 
Council 1 s sewage  works,  and  a satisfactory  effluent  a as  main- 

t ex  ined. 

SMITaRY  .xCCQxHfODx.TIQh . 

The  following  approximate  particulars  are  given  of  the 
sanitary  accommodation  in  the  district  it  the  end  of  1944; 

Fresh-water  closets  .......  4822 

Waste-water  closets  21 

Privy-middens  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 

Pail-closets  ..............  82 

uxtiUixi-j  i. m.tjx'j  X . 

From  the  beginning  of  the  War  until  the  period  under 
review  no  action  had  been  ta  ax.  tx 0 0 1 jl  0 .l  1 1 .ail  O 'W  abatement. 

During  the  year,  however,  the  campaign  for  a purer 
atmosphere  was  again  taken  up,  and  some  small  success 

achieved. 

It  would  appear  that  until  more  skilled  boiler  engineer's 
and  better  fuels  are  available  atmospheric  pollution  will 

continue . 

In  1959,  the  Ministry  of  Health  were  considering  she 
Council’s  application  for  sanction  to  make  a smoke  abatement 
byelaw  under  section  104  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1956. 

The  War  was  responsible  for  suspending  the  Ministry’s 
decision  in  this  matter. 

With  the  resumption  of  smoke  abatement  activities 
the  Council  have  renewed  their  application  for  sanction 
to  make  the  requisite  byelaw,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this 
necessary  authority  will  be  granted. 

0 FFEim  S 1 Vh  THADxjS  . 

The  standards  adopted  by  the  Council  for  regulating  the 
trade  of  fish-fryer  have  been  generally  complied  with. 

SANITARY  inspections. 

During  the  year  the  following  visits  were  made; 

NcitiiTL  of  inspections^ 

General  sanitation  (Public  Healthy  and  Housing 

AC  toj  ...0O..OO>.OO 

Housing  inspections  (Consolidated  Regulations)  . 

Cowsheds,  dairies  and  milkshops  ................ 

Foodshops  end  premises  ......................... 

Factories  and  other  premises  ........................ 

Public  cleansing  service  . . . •» . > , , v. . „ f . 

Re  infectious  diseases  .......... . „ ..............  . 


Vi 


566 

34 


80 
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COMPLAINTS . 

115  complaints  were  .received  during  the  year,  details  of 
which  are  follows : 


Natur::.  of  cornel.. ini; . Number  received . 

housing  defects  19 

Choked  or  defective  drains  .........  17 

Accumulation  of  refuse  etc.. 9 

Verminous  houses  ..................  16 

General  insanitary  conditions  .....  52 

Mi sc  ell aneou s .....................  22 


115 


Ail  complaints  were  investigated  and  the  necessary  action, 
taken. 

HOU Sill . 

Sr:: . tistics . 

Number  of  houses  erected  during  the  years 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  ..............  Nil. 

(2)  By  other  Local -Authorities  ...........  Nil. 

0)  By  other  Bodies  or  persons  ............  Nil. 


1*  Inspection  of  cUof-Ling-hoases  uuririg  the  vo-in 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  insj acted 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  nets)  ......................... 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 
sub-head  (i)  above)  which,  v/c-re  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli- 
dated Regul,.:  tions  . ... ....................  . 

(p)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in 
a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 
health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habita- 
tion ..............A....' ...........  . 

(4)  Number *oi  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 
those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 
sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...... 


;’6r) 


7 

j 


4 


Nil 


2.  Remedy  oi  defects  during  the.  3ru-A.  .witliout  servun. 
of  lorm-l  notices: 

Number  of  defective-  dwelling-houses  rend- 
ered fit  in  consequence  of  inform.  1 action 
by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  . 164 

% Action  under  fIim.tufor.y.  .Pcwurs  .during,  .thu,  .vwaal. 

No  notion  found  necessary. 


HOUSING  contd. 

4 . lions  in  a , ■ o i , 19  is  Qvc;.  crowding  •: 

No  cases  of  overcrowding  were  reported  bo  the 
Council 1 s Public  Health  Committee  but  it  is 
anticipated  that  overcrowding  rne.y  become 
provt  lent  in  the  near  future  and  proper...! ions 
were  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  ye.,  r to  make  a 
full  investigation  of  the  position  to  enable 
the  Housing  Committee  to  plan  accordingly. 

NUISaNClS  :fk.TaD  m'D  fOf,.  DOhk . 

1 66  preliminary  notices  were  served  during  the  year. 
The  following  statement  gives  details  of  work  carried  out 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Deportment: 

House  walls  repaired  

Gutters  and  downspouts  repaired  8 

Ceilings  and  walls  re-pi,  stored  ?’ 

Leaking  roofs  repaired  0 

New  sink  wastepipes  provided  ........  5 

Defective  floors  reconstructed 3 

Dangerous  firegrates  rebuilt  ........  6 

Burst  pipes  repaired  ................  16 

Sashcords  to  windows  etc.  ...........  2 

Yard  surfaces  reconstructed  .........  1 

Choked  drains  cleansed  ..............  17 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed  ....  3 

New  dustbins  provided  ...............  210 

Accumulations  removed  ...............  9 

Dirty  houses  cleansed  ...............  12 

Rat  infestation  .....................  50 

Miscellaneous  ....  .................. . 14 


Eradication  or  Bod  Bugs. 

•Sixteen  properties  (all  privately  owned)  we- re  treated 
with  hydrogen  cyanide j the  work  being  done  by  a contractor. 
The  Council  does  not  undertake  disinfestation  work  for  bugs. 


ml LI1  .Hip  Dairies  aCTS  and  ORDERS. 

There  were  four  cowkeepers  with  registered  premises  in 
the  district  and  these  were  found  to  bo  generally  satisfactory. 
Other  registered  dairy  promises  were  well-maintained . 

Fourteen  samples  of  milk,  including  milk  supplied  to  school 

wore  examined , with  results  as  follows : , . 

Lumber  number 

samnles.  s;  tisf?ctor\ 


For  general  bacterial  count  and  B.Coli  ..  4 

For  detection  of  tuberculosis  ............  4 

Accredited  standard  ......................  1 

Suspected  Typhoid  and  Bacillary  dysentery . 5 


j 

4 

1 


One  sample  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  was  produced  outside 
the  urban  district  and  appropriate  action  was  taken  by  t’v 

local  au  t ho  r i t y c o n c e rn 0 d . 


The  following  licences  were  gran  ted  under  the  Mill:  (Special 
Designations)  Orders,  1936  end  1938; 


To  retail  '‘'Accredited'1  milk  . 1 

To  retail  ‘'Pasteurised1'-  milk  . 1 


One  dairyman  was  granted  a licence 
Fremont  inspections  of  the  pasteurising 
the  year* 


to  pasteurise  milk, 
plant  were  mc.de  du 


hi  Jin 


There  are  no  registered  or  licensed  slaughterhouses 
district.  Butchers1  shops  were  frequently  inspected 


in 


Oi'hLii  FOOD  P hBx.il ShB. 

Vehicles  for  the  conveyance  of  food  and  places  where  food 
is  prepared  were  regularly  inspected. 


FOOD  IN  BP  mClIOw . 


year 


The 


following 
unfit  for 


i s a 1 i s t 
human 


of 


food: 

, 4-n 


consumption 


surrenderee 

lbs 


Beef  ...................... 

Pork  ..................... 

Lamb  ......  1 .............  . 

Butter  ................... 

Cheese  .................... 

Tinned  preserved  meats  . . . 
Sultanas  .................. 

Bacon  . .... ..............  . 

Tinned  milk  and  vegetables 
Rice  ..................... 

Kippers  .................. 


during  the 
Number 


353 

320 

26 

38 

i 

2C 

52 

42 

6? 

52  tins 

4 begs 

0 boxes 

SHOPS  ..CT  1934. 

The  provisions  of  the  net  respecting  heating,  ventilation 
and  sanitary  accommodation  were  reasonably  complied  with. 


i- uni-i ,lw  UL^uA'iSlwO  Sjl-Ij </A.of-£j . 

Despite  labour  problems  an  adequate  cleansing  service  was 
maintained  throughout  the  year. 

Complaints  of  non-removal  of  refuse  were  few  and  these  were 
dealt  with  immediately  on  receipt. 

F or  many  years  the  Council  has  purchased  dustbins  for  resale 
in  the  district,  thus"  securing  as  far  as  possible  a standard  bin  of 
good  cuality  and  design.  Over  200  dustbins  were  supplied  to 
houses  during  the  year. 

The  cleansing  staff  gave  much  time  to  salvage  work  and,  although 
no  spectacular  figures  have  resulted,  a good  average  output  was 
maintained.  Although  salvage  operations  have  been  given  every 
priority  and  every  endeavour  has  been  made  to  recover  all  materials 
VfteJL  to  the  war  effort,  the  fact  has  not  been  lost  sight  of  that  the 
health  of  the  community  is  the  first  concern.  Happily,  the  two 
services,  have  ustfuily  combined  throughout  the  war. 


HO Djm'1  1 Cun  Hu j-j 


The  di sinf  e s t a tion  service  established  -at  the  direction 
oi  the  Ministry  of  Food  in  September  1945,  became  fully  organised 
and  opera ted  smoothly  throughout  the  year. 

A1  survey  of  the  district  disclosed  several  large-scale 
ancl  many  minor  infestations. 

During  the  year  cases  of  infestation  by  rats  were  treated 
in  accordance  with  methods  prescribed  by  the  Ministry  of  Food: 
statutory  action  being  necessary  on  only  one  occasion. 

F or  the  first  time,  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  all 
sewers  in  the  district  were  sy  s t eifta  tic  ally  treated,  \ ith  goo  cl 
results . 

In  addition  to  the  many  complaints  of  isolated  minor 
infestations  it  is  the  policy  of  the  Department  to  secure  as 
many  regular  orders  or  contracts  as  possible,  thus  linking  up 
large  areas  where  treatments  can  be  carried  out  with  regularity 
and  efficiency.  This  policy  has  been  well-received  and  at  the 
end  of  the  year  17  contracts  were  in  operation . These  ranged 
in  value  from  £2  to  £70  per  annum. 

Disinfestation  work  has  never  before  been  sc  well-organised 
throughout  the  country,  and  it  is  the  earnest  wish  of  the 
writer  that  the  service  will  continue  as  a per.ua  n on  t b r an  c h o f 
publ i c he a 1 th  wo  r k . 


, ukBUh.iNCE  SERV ICE . 


522  calls  for  service  were  received  as  s.  result  of  accident 
or  illness,  and  the  following  particulars  are  given  of  the 
service  rendered  during  the  years 

Cases  attended  s Accidents  ........  67 

Other  cases  ,....,455 


Journeys  were  made  to  and  from  the  undermentioned 
hospitals  s 


Parkside  Hospital,  Macclesfield 
Salford  Royal  Hospital  , . . . .......  . 

Manchester  Fx^al  Infirmary  ........ 

Stretford  Memorial  Hospital  ....... 

Manchester  Ear  Hospital  ........... 

Green  Lane  Institution  ............ 

Ancoates  Hospital,  Manchester 
Manchester  Northern  Hospital  ...... 

St  Mary’s  Hospital,  Manchester  .... 

Eccles  and  Patricroft  Hospital 
Christie’s  Hospital,  Manchester  ... 
Hope  Hospital,  Salford  ............ 

Warren  Hill  Nursing  Home,  Wools ton 
Pendlebury  Children’s  Hospital  ... 
Grappenhall  Nursing  Home  .......... 

.ibbotsfield  Hospital,  Flixton  .... 

Manchester  Eye  Hospital  ........... 

St  Annes  Hospital,  Bowdon  ......... 

Cleveland  Nursing  Home  ............ 

Sutton  Cottage  Hospital,  St  Helens 
Redcliffe  Nursing  Home,  Prestwich  . 
Wi thing ton  Hospital  ............... 

Victoria  Park  Hospital,  Warrington 
Manchester  Skin  Hospital  .......... 

R.a.F.  Military  Hospital,  Padgate  . 
U.S.a.  Military  Hospital  .......... 

North  Western  Military  Hospital  . . . 
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301  172 

To  or  from  premises  other  than  hospitals  . . . 


a o 2 


The  total  mileage  registered  was  9,627^ 
of  19*14  miles  per  journey. 


giving  an  average 


